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Policy Letter 80-8
Transmittal Memorandum No. 3

TO THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ESTABLISHMENTS

SUBJECT: Establishment of Procurement Data Reporting R equirements to
Comply with Public Law 96-39 (Trade Agreements Act of 1979)

The purpose of this Transmittal Memorandum is to simplify the procurement data
reporting requirements to comply with P.L. 96-39. The Office of the United States
Trade Representative has determined that, with a single change, the standard data
reported under the Federal Procurement Data System (FPDS) will meet the
requirements of P.L. 96-39 for procurements with appropriated funds, thus
eliminating the need to report such procurements separately on SF 279a.
Henceforth, the SF279a will only be used by covered agencies to report
procurements made with nonappropriated funds above the specified threshold.

The General Services Administration will add a new data element to the standard
FPDS reporting requirements which covers "Synopsis of Procurement Prior to
Award". It will contain the following subelements:

(1) Synopsized Prior to Award
(2)  Not Synopsized Due to Emergency
(3) Not Synopsized for Other Reasons

The first sentence of the sixth paragraph of this Policy Letter is changed to read as
follows:

"The 'Individual Contract Report for Contracts Exceeding $150,000 for the
Purchase of Supplies and Equipment' (SF 279a) shall be completed whenever a
covered agency awards such a contract using nonappropriated funds".

This change is effective on October 1, 1984. Agencies, however, are strongly
encouraged to implement this change on January 1, 1984 if it is possible without
undue impact on systems and resources.

CONCURRENCE: This Transmittal Memorandum has been concurred in by the

Director of OMB. 70

DonaldE. Sowle
Administrator
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